April 26, 2008

Fox Hunting
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Around 9 a.m. I began attempting to get a hold of someone on the radio to make sure the hunt we still going to be on. Not making any contact I decided to go on up to the Tractor Supply parking area and take a chance on it not raining up there.  My son , Austin, and I went mobile about 9:30 AM and put out a call on the 146.610 repeater and heard Peter KJ4ND come back to me and ask if I was fox hunting today. I confirmed that I was and wanted to make sure it was still on.  It was so we made our way to the meeting place to wait for the fox to start barking.


About five minutes till 10AM we hear the first series of signals in the air ways. We started checking for direction then it was gone.  Wonder what happened… but then right at 10 AM the fox began to bark again. This time it wasn’t as strong a signal. We attempted to get a direction on it again. We never could get enough signal to obtain a direction. “Let’s try up on the hill behind the Wal-Mart again like we did before,” Peter suggested. So, we went up there and got a couple of signals.  I was getting one to the south southwest and Peter got a louder signal to the North.  Still not signal reference but the modulation was louder to the North. 


Over to 5th street and heading into town to find another high level to get a signal reading we drove. Austin said that we were getting a signal just before we got to the Ambulance Inc of Laurel County.  We turned on to Mill Street and started North with the signal getting a little stronger. We may be headed I the right direction now.  We came to the intersection of Mill Street and Parker Road.  There, we turned north again. I almost went south and headed up to the hospital hill to check for another reading.  The signal here was about 1 or 2 bars on the Alnico handheld which Austin was watching for me.


On around to the parkway to highway 638 and turning left on 638 and up to Marvin’s to check again for a signal.  Looks like the signal is now s-sw, checking the map looks like it could be right in line from here to Sue Bennett College.  But we just came from there and I didn’t hear any thing when we were there… Hmmm… that is puzzling. What has Stanley done this time? Could he have hid it in a can or something?  Off the hill we started back towards town.  I went down Delmas Gilliam road to Slate Lick Street and back in to town there to EC Porters. I had seen Dr. Rock there in a parking area just before we got to EC Porters taking another reading.  Left on 4th street and out towards Benge Farm supply…”The signal is getting lower Dad”, Austin said. Let’s turn and head back. As we came back towards Porters we met Dr. Rock and I motioned behind me and shook my head as we dropped over the hill. I told Austin we will go down by the railroad and up to the hospital the back way and check the signal from up there. 


Over the tracks and up the hill, there comes the signal back. Getting louder the closer we got to the hospital.  Up to Skyline Drive and up the hill to check a signal which was getting about half scale now.  I got out and tried a signal but I couldn’t get it to differentiate any. I did notice I was right on the back side of the London Elementary school.  Let’s go down there I told Austin and see if we can get a signal with no antenna. Down the hill we go.  There is Dr Rock again.  I stopped and told him what I had found up on the hill. We drove on to the back of the school.  There is Stanley’s car.  


We got out here and started checking again.  “you want the big antenna Dad,” Austin asked.  I took the small piece of wire I had and applied it to the hand held and began walking toward a dozer that was parked at then of the lot. Signal getting higher now.  It must be here, I thought. We walked over and check the bulldozer. Nope not on it anywhere; maybe it is over in that pile of trees. I started walking over there to check the pile when I head Peter, “there it is.”  It is a good thing it wasn’t a snake or I would have been eaten up.  It was on a pile of fencing they had piled up from the excavating.


Great hunt!!!  Thanks Stanley for hiding it in such a challenging spot. 








73 and God Bless








Tony Anders with Austin(his son)
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